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‘Mysterious Blast 
f'n New Zealand 


AUCKLAND, N. Z., Feb. 6 (3.— 

A mysterious explosion of ter- 

rie force shook the west coast, 
of New Zealand's South Island 
today. A strange silver shape 
Hashing overhead at the same 
time was reported. 

Observers. at Widely-senarated 
pourts described the object as 
Gigar-shaped and emitting a, 
dazzling light and traveling’ at} 
high speed, They said it lost! 
altitude as it. moved . inland! 
toward the Southern Alps. i 

The explosion was heard and 
feit in an area of several hun-/ 


cred square miles. 
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“ly mules from Greymouth, 
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BiG EXPLOSION | 

REPORTED ( 
MYSTERIOUS OBJECT | 
IN SKY 


| (New Zenlindg Prees AOC ALON) 
| GREYMOUTH, February @ |* 
|; A rovsterious exDlosion of terri” 


force, and a sivanse object seen | 

ithe sky over tha West Coast this after4 | 
noon, CHused mich speciiiatio 
aroushout ihe district tonignat. So fag | 
ere has been no explanation of th 

)CxDlosion, nor of the obiect, wit 
Wien it apparently was linked. 


Responsible Ooservers at widely er 
separated points wave similar descrip | 

tions of the object in the SKY. [t Was\|| == 
jstated to be cigar-shaped, brignt sil. | os: 
jVver in apneurance, and travelling at | 3 
j4 Speed too pfreat to estimate. It!| ZH 


appeared to be losing altitude «as Mise 
Tnoved inland. 
Two observers-—one at 


| Jousan and |} = 
| the other at Inchbonnie—ciaimed (hath) =» 
(the object was in two parts, and nat | | 7 
ithe leading portion was much lorzer 1) eee 
jthan the other. The object emitted a| iS 
dazzling Wht. sd - 
| Inqutries tonight indicated that the |,|< 
explosion occurred apout § yun. It i}} 
was heard ond felt over an urea ae 
iséveral hundred square miles, and | | &i 
iné Strange object in the sky was’ |& 
observed simultaneously from at leas' E 
|\four different places—the mouth of thd - 
|Taramakau river, Greymouth, Dobso: | > 
hand Inchbonnie, - 
. The explosion was heard by mart —“ 


persons in Greymouth: und at Nels 


}Creek, 20 miles north-east, it was » oa 
vinlent as a clap of thunder. : 

‘| The line of flight of the object wo oo 
‘ADpProNiMmateiy south-west to nort) So 
lonst. It came from over the sen abot on 
if miles south of Greymouth, and it . 


Course apparently inox at into thi 
foothills of the Southern Alps. about | 


] 
An opserver at Incnbonnie reported | 
a huge colurnn of smoke in the foots | 
hills of. the Alos at the time of the }) 
explosion. 4 
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Qn Monday, Yebruary 8,,$ here apowared in The New York Herald | 


Tribune an AP report from 4ukland, New Zealand, suying that 


a mysterious explosion of terrific force had sheken the west coast 


of New Zesland's South Island the day before. 


£. strungs silver 


shape flushing overhead at the same thae was reported. “Observers at 


widely separated points described the object as cigar-shaped and 


enibtbing a dazzling light and traveling at high speed. They ssid 


: ; 
it lost altitude as 1t moved inland toward the Soutrern Alps.7 


Ty,e explosion was heard and felt in an area of several hundred square i 


miles.” 
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a ETEORITE—OR WHA T? 7 Asoant alacioht this light 


‘seemed to pop out of the sky di- 
rectly above us. It looked like a 


Mysterious Green Fireball a $8 ai, 


| neh, 
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Brightens Night Over Vaicale ot WAS seeps, Tere 
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were ticks of se in se tower, Wa 


Pd ‘of course had the lights on, but the 
rYLER, Tex, oe 14 (® — A There were unconfirmed reports as far as Jackson, Miss., to the yoqm lighted up brilliantly: It was 


“hall, its weird green light cast- jt exploded or hit the ground, but east and Mineral Wells in west a blinding light, the brightest I 


Wig @ fiery glow over three men ne evidence of it had been found. Texas. ever saw, We all turned and} 
iy an airport control tower, | Information indicated it was first | ._* # ‘watched it disappear to the south,] 
hice like a ‘huge electric arc'’|seen here and disappeared some | J about 30 degrees above the hori- 
‘ MOST vivid ; : | 
-oss the east Texas piney woods'60 miles south, near Lufkin. But, THE, MOST ivivic account came zon, Jt looked like a football with 
Sunday night. (ar is . the Weather Bureau at Dallas got om J. N. Aber, control tower| a short tail. It lasted just a sec- 
It was apparertly a meteorite. reports of people seeing its glow’ operator at Pounds Field here. ond. rf 
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Radioactive Fiber! 
At Horseheads 


HORSEHEADS, N, Y.. Feb. 22] 
i—Dr. Charles 5B. Rutenber,| 
chemistry professor at Elmira} 
College, identified today as radio- 
iactive a curtain of Wispy gray 
fuzz that spread over part of this 
village two days ugo. He said the} 
furz Was badly damaged. sligntly 
radioactive cotton fiber. 

Where tne fiber came from be-! 
fore 15 settled on trees, shubdbery 
lend houses Sunday night was a 
mystery. Dr. Rutender said tests 
showed that the Aber was ap- 
pirentivy waste material of a sub-|} 
stance which had been Neavily 
cumaged in some sort of explo- 
ston. 

Horseheads is a village of about! 
1.008 population, six miles north 
of Elmira in the south-central] 
part of New York State. Dr. 
Rutenber said the radicactivity 
was not present to dangerous) 
degree, 

‘the Atomic Energy Commis- 
sion’s’New York office doubted} 
that the radioactivity came from 
Wriday’s test shot'in Nevada. — 


In one of the three incidents reported in other 
months (Horseheads, New York, February 21, 1955) the angel hair 
was identified as waste products from the local milk plant. 
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On February 2#, at Horseheads, Nef., “here | eli a 
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wisny gray fuzz of badly damaged cotton fiber. 1% WAS radLoactiv7>. 
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~~ to De ee ore — : : “ ‘/ Tall 

ing Little America, Wyoming insufficient Dete 
a Funtley, Illinois Other (Re eS Pio I) 
A ~Les Veyas, Nevads Civilian Pilct Insufficient Dates 
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n + Farke sbure, feanaylvanié veer (AA FIRING) 
Wiesbaden, Germany ) 
Pittsfield, Maine . 
Brooklyn, liew York ther (SNARCHLIGHT 
Anderson As, Guain 
Charleston, West Virginia 
Lake Oxechobee, Florida (CASE 
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} Paris, Illinois Other (PSYCHOLOGICAL) 
y Chesapeake Bay, Maryland | Insufficient Data 
10 Edwards AFB, California (CASE MISSING ivilian Aircraft 
10 Sdvards AFB, California wate Other (HIRDS) 
19 Mettawameag, Maine (CASE MISSING) Civilian Air & Ge Astro (MSTZOR) | 
Ld Redwood Yalley, California Spthense. fircraft 
14 Klamath Fells, Oregon Multi 1. Astro (JUPITER 
2. hates (METzOR) 
5 Avalon, Catalina Is., California wayyy Astro (Mé&éTZOR) 
id Salton Sea, California i gapdiglReas. Insufficient Data 
15 Iscuna, California (CAS® MISSING) Civilian Balloon 
15 Homilton-Cleves, Onio Multiple Aircraft 
up Ripley, Califomia Military fhircraft 
ay 29 Palms, California ae. Balloon 
= 6G Azuza, California Civilian hircraft 
LK Buroank, California eB Astro (METEOR) 
r 13 San Francisco, California De al Aircraft 
19 Farmingdale, Long Island, New York S@gigMam. Insufficient Deta 
20 Tokyo, Japan Air & Gd Radar Othec (VX INVERSION 
22 Colorszéo Springs, Coloraco ee Other (SHORTED POWER 
LINes 
: 25 Fitchburg, Massachusetts (CASS MISSING) Civilian Astro (MfTSOR) 
| 26 Modesto, California (CASE MISSING) Civilian Other (SRARCHLICHT) 
, eae Montivedeo, Urazuay (CASS MISSING) Civilian Failoon 
| Ss Oakland, California (CASS MISSING) Civilian Aireratt 
D2 23g Iran Malti Ra lloon 
Soledad, California ioe TES 
Sonome, California oer aares 
6f5¢tn ACW (RADAR) Re Lloon 
zs) Pendleton, Oreson wegsekoticiiey Airerart 
2) Richmond, California (CASE MISSING) Civilian Astro (MSTZOR) 
29 San Jose, California Pea Lies Astro (MOTOR) 
d : a wersi leld, California NEES, Insulricient Data 
vk oan Francisco, California (CASE MISSING) Civilian Astro (Mis L3OR, 
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ONE 


(ED) BLANK (CF) BRIGHT REFLECTION AS OFF METAL €G) ELANK (H) BLANK (TI) 


~» FADED AWAY EAST (A) VERY ERIGHT REFLECTION (3B) 

(C) ABOUT 45 DEGREES EAST (D) STILL THEN NOVED 59- 

15-26 MILES AWAY (CE) FADED OR WENT INTO CLOUD (FdL ¢ 
3. CA) GROUND VISUAL (B) NONE (Cc) N/A 

4. £955 PST 19 FEB 55 (A) 2948552 (B) DAY 


D>e DD 25 BLACK PALM SPRINGS 
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PAGE TWO JWPJE 1G 

UNEMPLOYED 

7e CAD LIGHT BREEZE COOL DRY SUN OVERHEAD (B) 2355 DEGREES AT 4 KNOTS 
6GG8 FT 369 DEGREES 15 KNOTS 1fi400 FT 340 DEGREES 25 KNOTS 166590 FT 
Sk DEGREES 55 KNOTS 20089 FT 359 DEGREES 55 KNOTS EPPPP FT 38% DEGREES 
9& KNOTS 54999 FT 29% DEGREES 6G KNOTS 80692 FT S2m DEGREES 28 KNOTS 
(C) NONE (D) 4¢ MILES (E>) NONE (CF) NONE 

S. NONE 

9, NONE 

JOPM ONE T-55 AT 26080 FT JUST WEST OF SITING 

14. SENIOR DERECTOR C CREW NO COMMENT ON THIS SITING OTHER THAN 
POSSIBLY A HIGH FLYING JET 

12. NONE 
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“L. BATE yr | 2. LOCATION 12. CONCLUSIONS 
O Woes Balloon 
28 February 1955 | _ Palm Springs, Californian [0 Probably Bolloon 
ica DATETIME GROUP 4. TYPE OF OBSERVATION pK Possibly Balloon 
7 : | 1 Was Aircroft 
Local Be a  ) DMGround- Vi sual QO Ground-Redar Q Probobly Aircraft 
GMT__O1/03227 March | 0D Air Visuol 1D Airintercept Radar O Possibly Aircraft 
“§ PHOTOS | 6. SOURCE 0 Wos Astronomical 
0 Yes 0 Probobly Astronomical 
No Civilien OM Possibly Astronomical 
9. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION  |8 NUMBER OP OBJECTS | 9. COURSE Perc iias eee 
O' Insufficient Doto for Evaluotion 
O Unknown 
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10. BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING 


Round ASC a star. Orange to 
rroen, Edges sharply outlined, 
tionary. 
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__ FEB. <» 1955 BETWEEN MAIQUETIA AND MERIDA  #KEYHOE=1955 P 249) S WITNESSESOO 

AN AEROPOST AIRLINER« PILOTED BY CAPTAIN ‘ me. A FAMOUS VENEZUELAN | 0} 
FLYER» WAS FLYING AT 7500 FEET BETWEEN BARQUISIMETO AND VALERAe IT WAS A 02 
CLEAR DAY, WITH VISIBILITY UNLIMITEDe UNTIL 11le1S AeMe THE FLIGHT WAS NORMAL 203 

__ SUDDENLY CAS TAIN =a | AND HIS COPILOT»s @ S: SPOTTED A STRANGE _ oO 
ROUND *APPARATUS* FLYING SWIFTLY TOWARD THE PLANE ROTATING COUNTERCLOCKWISE, 05 
THE MYSTERIOUS MACHINE SHONE WITH A GREENISH -1GHT« AROUND ITS CENTER WAS A_ 06 
RED RING OR BAND WHICH EMITTED FLASHES OF  SRILLIANT LIGHTe ABOVE AND SELOW  O7 
___THIS BAND WERE WHAT APPEARED TO BE LIGHTED PORTHOLESs 08 

HURRIEDLY CAPTAIN QM CUT IN HIS MIKE TO CALL THE BARQUISIMETO RADIO oF 
CT ATION. APTSOD OFRPOSTING THE ORJFCT. HEF WATTFOM FOR AN ANSWFR. BIT THE iA 


- = 


~J Oo ul La b) AD a 


ADe---(LATER-THE BARGQUISIMETO RADI O-OPERATORS STATED THAT 
BE HAO BEGUN HiS REPORT» COMMUNICATION WAS CUT OFF e) 

PWENT BACK TO ALERT THE PASSENGERS, CQ@@M BANKED TOWARD I. 

THE ROTATING UFOe INSTANTLY THE OSJECT WHIRLED DOWNWARDe THENe LEVELING ihe 
1¢ 


ER-HAD GONE—DE 
S CAPTAIN 


pd 


—___1T RACED AWAY AT TREMONODOQUS SPEEDe 
WHEN THE PLANE LANDED. THE PILOTS LEARNED OF THE SUDDEN BREAK IN 1 RADIO 
___ COMMUNICATION =—= NOT ONLY AT SBARGUISIMETO BUT AT ALES Ss. WHICH WAS ALSO 
RECEIVING THE INFORMATIONe NOT UNTIL THE AIRLI NER WAS A FEW MILES ‘FROM THE 
__VALERA_ AIRPORT HAD THE RADIO RESUMED NORMAL OPERATIONe 
BOTH FLYERS TOLD REPORTERS THEY HAD NEVER BELIEVED IN FLYING SAUCERSe 
__ *BUT_NOWs# SAID: CAPTAIN. az “MOT ONLY ARE we CONVINCED OF THEIR 
EXISTENCE, BUT ALSO THAT THEY ARE CONTROLLEO.* THEN HE ADDEDs , *THIS WAS THE 
MOST_SENSATIONAL EXPERIENCE OF MY CAREER AS A PILOT» AND I WILL REMEMBER THE 
INCIDENT FOREVER.* | 
__THE PILOTS= DETAILED REPORT.» WHICH MADE FRONT-PAGE HEADLINESe WAS FULLY _ 
, CONFIRMED BY THE PASSENGERS. 
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Brilliant meteors of a particularly fragile structure, which seldom 
deposit recoverable fragments, are common in February. Unsur- 
prisingly, this month has also produced many fantastic UFO reports. 
According to various saucer publications, for exainple, in the nights 
between February 2 and February 14, 1955, the skies were thick 
with weird machines from beyond the earth. 

On February 2 at 11:15 A.M. an airliner flying over Venezuela ob- 
served a phenomenon described as “ a strange round apparatus fly- 
ing swiltly toward the plane. Rotating counterclockwise, the mys- 
terious machine shone with a grecnish light. Around its center was a 
red ring or band which emitted flashes of brilliant light. Above and 
below this band were lighted portholes.” [2, p. 249] As the pilot 
banked the plane, the object whirled downward, leveled off, and 
raced away at tremendous speed, The flyers told reporters that 
although they had never believed in flying saucers, they now were 
convinced of their existence and of their being controlled, After 
excavating the few specific facts buried in these dramatic interpre- 
tations, we recover a classic description of an ordinary daytime 
fireball: a flaming red body surrounded by greenish gases, breaking 
up into fragments that burn up in a brilliant flash. Three nights 
later, on February 5, the ocean liner Vera Cruz (time and position 
not stated) supposedly reported that a “huge, luminous craft, cruis- 


ing at fantastic speed,” had passed above the ship [2, p. 250]. On 


the nig it of February 7 the pilot of an Eastern Airlines flight over 
Florida saw what “looked like a ball of fire, ten or fifteen feet in 
diameter”; three similar objects “much brighter than aircraft flares” 
were sighted in the sume area between 7:55 and 8:35 p.at. [2, 
p. 255]. On February 11 a Pan American flight between Miami and 


New York (time and position not given) was passed by “two strange 


reddish-green objects.” [2, p. 259] On February 14 shortly before 
midnight a swiftly moving “weird” green fireball was seen from 
Texas to Mississippi, so blindingly brilliant that it lighted up a whole 
room [2, p. 2Go]. 

Not one of these descriptions provides enough factual information 
to allow positive identification, but every one fits the usual meteor 
pattern. It is highly probable that all these “UFOs” were merely 


meteors. 
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The Christehureh Star-Sun. Mandavy Feb. 7, 19555] 


| , Coasters 


Startled by 


Meteorite 


|0.¢c. GREYMOUTH, To-day. 
; Eexeitement ran high in man 
| parts of the Coast yesterda 
lat an object which made a brie 
|flight through the sky abou 
five o'clock and = disappearer 
ie nertiv before a sound iike the 
low rumble of thunder occurred, 
Was Caused by no more than w 
common mneteorite, it is believed. 

Yesterday reports from separ- 
j ate parts of the Coast gave the | 
ahiject differing enapes ancl ¢lif- ! 
i ering aitituces, some holding it 


o low as to be ma hidden | | 


‘hind trees. 

Some reports give the “ex- | 
pilosion” which followed, a 

haroness like a V-bomb or a 
loud clap ot thunder, but to 
most, the noise was like a low 
roll of thunder, startling in the 
villiantly fine day. but. which 
seemed to set the ground faintly | 
trembling. ” 

That the object disintegrated | 
on contact with the earth's at- 
mosphere, as is common with 
nieteorites, and did not approach |! 
the earth even closely, is indi- 

ted by a Greymouth man who 
was driving a car from Cnhrist- 
church to Greymouth yesterday. 

At five o’clock. when at Cass, 
he saw the object. It was only 
mall, he said, moving north 
and high above the alpine chain. 


Altitude 100,000ft 

Fle is a former pilot, and he 
r 

i} 


its altitude at not less than 
MOET, 
Alter moving ‘igh in the air, | 
exploded im a pus of smoke. 
looked lixe a ls Act rocket | 
roving rapidly, Re said, 
This report discounts com- 
pietely any suggestion that tne 
object approacned close to the! 
‘round. or that part of it came 
ito 6vearth In the foothills. The 
report also places. the opject in 
‘he area in which it was seen 
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Lake Drunner. 
Many who did wot see any 
Hiect in the sky nevertheless 
heard an explosion which is 
lacreed to have followed the dis- 
vumarance, 
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= Mianyv ericketers, fishermen, 
pum aufaer sportsmen in (yrey- 
ja in et fi Rotomanu, Brunner. 
; ‘Lapahoe, and/even Westport. 
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resembled a long roll of thunder, | 
not’ particularly loud or sharp. | 


heard the noise. It very closely { 
} 


rated spots. 


‘it is very difficult for ground 


oe lege == 
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| 
* Coast residents—in iine | 


It was, nevertheless, distinct | 
and many people were ‘left with | 
the impression that the ground jj 


‘trembled with it. Thev pointed 


out that had the meteorite disin- 
tegrated on reaching the earth's 

egies comely at some point over 
the Coast, it is possible the per- 


i} cussion could have caused snock 


waves in the atmosvhere which | 
might have been feit and could | 
have given out the rumble re-| 
ported from many widely sepa} 

| 


Observation Difficult 


It seems that people some } 


niles south of Greymouth who }) 
first suw the object come into |) 
sight, glowing with a bright sil- 
ver light, and who saw it move 
| beyond their vision, did not hear 
‘any subsequent noise which was 
generally heard in the north. 

It was pointed out to-clay that 


lobservers to pick the altitude of 
la high-fiving object or to esti- 
mate speed, 

Meteorites are not uncommon 
sights on the Coast, but are 
mainly seen at night. 

It is thought yesterdays 
i'meteorite was bigger than the 
usual “shooting star” to have} 
lbeen visible in daylight. 

Very few meteorites ever 
reach the-earth’s surface, though 
there is a record of three or four 
having done so, including one 
which landed on a house in the 
United States within the past 
few months. 
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FLASH’ ALSO» 


SIGHTED AT) 
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ASHBURTON | 
D.C. ASHBURTON, To-day. | | 


At least three reputanle 
business men in Ashburton to-| 


‘lay reported seeing what tney 


4 
eserihed as a very brilliant || 


| u ai i ‘ 
light high in oe sky and 


travelling towards the So ‘uthern | 
Alps, avout 5 p.m. yesterday. 

The sighting of the object, or | 
light. which, according to one} 
of the observers, was travelling | 
at a phenomenal speed, coin | 
cides with the time of tne! 
“mysterious explosion” re- | 
ported from West Coast centres 
yesterday afternoon pal 

One of the biisiness men sald | 
that he was with a party or | 
swimmers on the Asnburton } 
River, just below the town, 
when he saw a bright fash in 
the sky above the Alps. Al 
though he tirew the attention of |) 
his companions to the “ilas! 
they did not see it 


Magnesiunt Flare 


“ It was like a bright mag: | 
nesium flare,” he said this morn-| 


ing. “ But, instead of going uD | 
into the sky, it was falling 
towards the hills.” 

Another man reported seeing | 
a “very bright light” travelling 
in the western sky above ae 
Alps at. 4.56 p.m. yesterday. It || 
was travelling at ‘an core Hl 


high speed in w hat appeared to 
him to be a north- -westerly cirec- 
tion. He was unable to estimate 
its height and was not able to) 
identify its shape accurately this | 
Mor ning. 

A third observer repor ted that | 
he saw a “bright light” in the |! 
isky over the Southern Alps at | 
about 5 p.m. yesterday. He did |! 
inot take a great deul of notice || 
of it until he read this morning i 
of the “ explosion “on the West», 
Coast. , 
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